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Sunday Study:  Spring 2004

A Comparative Study of Bible Translations Including the English Standard Version


John 1:14-18

KJV
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory, as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. 15 And John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me; for he was before me.  16 And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

RSV
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 15 (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.'") 16 And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.

NIV
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me has surpassed me because he as before me.’“ 16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.

NKJV
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, `He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’” 16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

ESV
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

Verse 14

made / become: “came on the human scene.” Remains Word as He is also flesh; when Lot became father of Moab and Ammon, he remained Lot.  Human nature of Christ taught throughout letter (4:6; 6:53; 8:40; 11:33; 19:28).  The Chalcedonian Creed:  we, then following, the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also prefect I manhood . . . to be acknowledged in tow natures inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning have declared concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself has taught us, and the creed of the holy fathers has handed down to us.” 

dwelt / made dwelling:  sh-k-n Ex 25:8; 29:46; Zech 2:14

and we have seen . . . grace and truth:  see indicates careful and deliberate witness.  theophany (Ex 33:22; Dt 5:21; 1 K 8:11); eschatological significance (Is 60:1; Hab 2:14; Mk 8:31; Rom 8:18; transfiguration texts).  In John glory is revealed in signs – glorifying God shows in His death, a special relationship between Jesus and the Father (7:39; 12:16,23; 13:31). From God (6:46; 7:29; 16:27; 17:8).  Grace and truth:  modifies Word (KJV); qualifies glory (NIV, NKJV, ESV)

Only begotten / only Son / one and only:  one to mono and begotten to genous; son implied. (1:18; 3:16,18; 1 John 4:19.)  full looks back to only monogenous.  Truth refers to Christian revelation in Christ (8:32; 16:13; 17:17, 19); the faithful revelation of God Himself.  Article with only begotten of the Father: words of this type do not necessarily demand an article in Koine Greek.

Ex 33:7 (Tabernacle), 9 shekinah descended (14), 10 all people saw (14), 11 Yahweh spoke (17), 20 & 23 face (18)
Verse 15

Bore witness / testifies:  both tenses speak of present and enduring significance of John’s witness.

Preferred / ranks / surpassed

Verse 16

For:  omitted by all versions!  This is how we see Jesus as before and superior to John and others.

Fullness of his grace / from his fullness:  looks back to 1:14.

Grace upon grace / one blessing after another:  all Christian life from beginning to end is based on grace (cf. Romans 1:17; 2 Cor 3:18).

Verse 17

But:  Moses was an accuser (5:45), and was not the bestower of the fullness of grace and truth (see Hebrews 3).

Verse 18

Man / one:  male gender pronoun. Not so much the attributes of God (invisible to the eyes), but in Jesus God has chosen to reveal Himself.

The only begotten Son / the only Son / God the one and only / the only God:  Son seems to be required by the next clause.  “only God” has better manuscript support.  More reason to change to Son than to God.
Bosom / side: ways to express most intimate communion.

Has made him known:  also Luke 24:35 (rehearse narrative). Jesus has given a full account of the Father.  Only one uniquely qualified, the Word, could do this.

14:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the father, full of grace and truth.

15:  John witnesses about him and has cried out: this was he of whom I spoke – The one after me coming before me is ranked, because before me he was.

16:  for from his fullness we all have received, and grace in place of grace.

17:  for the law through Moses was given, the grace and the truth through Jesus Christ came.

18:  God no one ever has seen; the only begotten God who is in the Father’s bosom this one has declared.

Preferred English version:  ESV

II Corinthians 5:21

KJV
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

RSV
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

NIV
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

NKJV
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

ESV
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Knew no sin / had no sin:  distinction is minimal, although knowledge signifies relationship without sin, rather than a bare fact of being without something.
The one not knowing sin on our behalf sin He was made, in order that we might be the righteousness of God in Him.

Which English version gives the better emphasis to the phrase “the one without sin”?

Colossians 2:9

KJV
For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily
RSV
For in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily,

NIV
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form
NKJV
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

ESV
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily
Dwells / lives:  prefer dwell; live could be another word.  Dwell could remind one of John 1:14.

Bodily / bodily form:  1) with a bodily manifestation [John 1; Hebrews 10:5] (objections: it is present tense {unlike past tense of John 1}; Son of God dependent on physical body?);  2) is embodied, given concrete expression, fully realized in Him [Colossians 1:15], to which Paul adds “and in Him you have attained fullness”.

Deity / Godhead:  Paul here describes His deity not just His divinity.  One letter difference between deity and divinity ( vs ;  vs )  He is referring to the Son’s complete ( is emphatic) equality of essence with the Father and the Holy Spirit, His con-substantiality, not just a similarity.  He is saying that this plenitude of deity has its abiding residence in Christ, and this is bodily.

Because in Him dwells all the fullness of the Deity bodily.

Read Colossians 2:6,7.  Paul indicates that he was deeply concerned about the false teaching of those who speculative theories (angelology?), cleverly presented, might tend to undermine the confidence of the Colossians in Christ as their all-sufficient Savior.  Which version best highlights the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ?

Hebrews 2:14

KJV
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;

RSV
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

NIV
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, 

the devil-

NKJV
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.

ESV
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.

Are partakers (have partaken) / share / have:  children share permanently.  Perfect tense. We always share the same substance; Christ at particular time took on our substance.
The same / same nature / same things / their humanity:  plural, refers to blood and flesh of first clause.  Same things is more accurate translation.  None miss the mark in sense.

Has / had / holds:  present tense, inasmuch as participle  depends on tense of might destroy.

:  very emphatic, which EVs miss.
Since then the children share in blood and flesh, also Jesus Himself similarly partook of the same things in order that through death He might render impotent the one holding the power of death, that is, the devil.

I Peter 3:21

KJV
The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ;

RSV
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

NIV
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

NKJV
There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

ESV
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Like figure / corresponds / symbolizes / antitype:  image as stamp and impression. Symbolizes gives a distance. Corresponds keeps the match as type and antitype does.

Flesh / body:  linked to dirt, does not refer to sinful aspect of man, as this word does in Paul usually.

Answer of a good conscience to God / appeal to God for a clear conscience / pledge of a good conscience toward God:  the opposite of removal of dirt from the body > the answer toward God of a good conscience through… // a pledge to God proceeding from a clear conscience through…

· Which best follows the sense of verse 20?  RSV and ESV

Which (water) also you an antitype now baptism saves, not from flesh the removal of dirt but of a good conscience an answer toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ

I Timothy 3:16

KJV
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached into the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

RSV
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

NIV
Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.

NKJV
and without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Preached among the Gentiles; Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.

ESV
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

Beyond all question / without controversy / great indeed:  confessedly > undeniably.

Religion / godliness:  religion may impoverish sense; Christian piety is a mystery, based upon the following confession.

God was manifest in the flesh / He appeared in a body:  it is a pronoun > God introduced to make certain reference.  Revealed; appeared works equally well as does manifest in this case; made known. Incarnation with same verb = 1 Peter 1:20; Hebrews 9:26; 1 John 1:2; etc. manifestation takes place by incarnation.

Justified / vindicated:  vindicated better as in Matthew 11:19; Luke 7:29; Romans 3:4.  Romans 1:4 is best explanation about this compact statement

Seen:  all other NT references refer to resurrection appearances (Luke 24:31; Acts 13:31; 1 Corinthians 15:5,6,7,8). His victory  known from resurrection onward > Philippians 2:10; Ephesians 2:11; Revelation 5:11,12; etc.

Preached into the Gentiles / proclaimed among the nations:  whereas with angels it was sight, among nations it is by preaching.  Nations // peoples is better than Gentiles, because of all.

Received up into glory / taken up in glory:  also used of ascension and exaltation > Acts 1:2,11,12; Luke 9:51.  says same as Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11.

· Two strophes of three lines; three pair of two lines; set apart by its repetitious nature.

And undeniably, great is the mystery of godliness: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels;; was preached among the nations; was believed in the world; was received into glory.

II Timothy 3:15,16

KJV
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.

RSV
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture

Is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.

NIV
15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness

NKJV
15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

ESV
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.

Context:  no thought here of tradition; he is not bound to apostolic succession, but to the doctrine of the apostles.  There is a fixed content (1 Timothy 6:2).  Implicit in this verse is that the OT is misread without the Gospel tied to Jesus, otherwise it is misunderstood as a legal code, and the law then has lost its significance for the believer. Knowledge of the scriptures alone is not able to save you, but leads you to it.

Verse 15

Hast known / have been acquainted:  circle of synonyms includes know, understand, perceive, experience, learn . . . there has never been a time when he has not had the Word.

Holy Scriptures / sacred writings:  not used in NT, but common among Greek-speaking Jews to designate OT. The word here may also refer to letters, implying that his instruction was first in the Holy Scripture.
Make wise / are able to instruct:  see Psalm 19:8, 119:98.  make wise retains sense from OT, although in OT instruct is also good, for see Psalm 25.

Verse 16

Is breathed out / given by inspiration:   is predicate adjective, God-breathed.  parallel to holy.  [every passage, all scripture].  Make wise is unfolded with these several “purposes”.  The inspiration is not questioned but rather the purpose is being emphasized; it is not a simple “and”.  The test of Scripture is whether is serves that need (see Romans 15:4; 2 Peter 1:20,21).  All scripture has its source God’s breath and that this is its essential characteristic.  He is likely including the Gospel accounts (1 Timothy 5:18 for Jesus’ saying; 1 Corinthians 2:13 for what is taught and preached; Paul insisted that his letters be read and exchanged [1 Thessalonians 5:27; Colossians 4:16] and obeyed [1 Corinthians 14:37])

Teaching / doctrine:  a essential character of scripture.  no intended difference, though some may carry a bit of negative baggage with “doctrine” – proof text those who are in error.  “raising up those who fall” and “disciplining the unruly” are portrayed here.  A disciplining which is exercised in righteousness.  “Do we hope, either in our own lives or in our teaching ministry, to overcome error and grow in truth, to overcome evil and grow in holiness? Then it is to Scripture that we must turn.”

Philippians 2:6-8

KJV
6 Who, being the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

RSV
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.

NIV
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross.

NKJV
6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

ESV
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

We are looking at the contrast between the  and .  This would come home to the Philippians who enjoyed ius Italicum.

Verse 6

Form of God / very nature God:  “strictly” speaking the word is form, but it is not so much a philosophical word but rather denoting the pre-existing Christ was Divine.   signifies form which truly and fully expresses the being which underlies it; a parallel is Colossians 1:15, , as sharing in that  which is the manifestation of the divine nature (17:5; Hebrews 1:3), possessing the same kind of existence as God possesses.  See also 2 Corinthians 8:9, being rich.  (other texts emphasizing His Deity – Romans 8:3; 1 Corinthians 10:4; Galatians 4:4).  In Christ you see the image and glory of God (2 Corinthians 4:4; Colossians 1:15); and you then understand image of God more clearly in Genesis 2 (cf. Ephesians 4:24).  Form / transform: underlying reality, as in His transfiguration; also 2 Corinthians 3:18.  contrasted with schema – satan’s servants and form of this world (2 Corinthians 12:14; Romans 12:2).

 and :  exist and to be.  Different in Greek as they are in English; one s existence and the other is condition.

Robbery / a thing to be grasped:  robbery carries different denotation than we wish to use here.  “He did not regard the being on an equality with God as a thing to be seized” but rather He “earned” it.  See also Hebrews 5 – perfection- and the temptation narrative.  He did not force men to see Him as Lord, by the overwhelming magnificence of His signs. His glory after the resurrection pertains to His dignity not essential Person. Is the background here the Genesis 3 story (also Isaiah 14:13, with Lucifer) – whereas Adam grasped at the equality with God, Christ obeyed; He declined to grasp but sought faithfulness.  He refused to utilize His unique position and lived by trust.  He renounced what was His by right and chose obedient suffering, trusting the Father’s Word.

Verse 7

Made no reputation / emptied himself / made himself nothing:  made himself nothing works well with “form of God” to “form of servant”.  This self-emptying involved the necessary limitation of His glory, laying that aside in order that He might be born in the likeness of men.  See Galatians 4:4.  no explanations as to how this occurred.  This was voluntary.  See also 2 Corinthians 5:21.

Form of a servant / very nature of a servant:  this unfolds .  His innermost being was not changed; He remained full Deity.  Yet since the passage focuses on submission and trust, some have suggested that it relates to Isaiah 53:12, He has poured out His soul to death”, implying the surrender of His life, concentrating attention not on incarnation but on vicarious satisfaction. 

Made in (human) likeness / born in likeness of men:  Contrasted with , becoming, as contrasted with being (in nature). Incarnation and humiliation are not the same:  to be in man’s likeness is incarnation, to be in slave’s form is humiliation.

Verse 8

Fashion as a man / human form / appearance as a man:  not mere phantom or incomplete copy.  This unfolds the previous phrase.

Humble:  Consider the parallel for humble in Isaiah 53:8; this disposition of humility urged upon the Philippians found its chief and ultimate revelation in Christ.

And became obedient unto death / by becoming obedient to the point of death:  there is no “and”.  He humbled himself being obedient to the point of death.

The death of the cross / even death on a cross:  death of cross.  Works with or without article.  Without article, “death on a cross” what a shame to the Roman Philippians; to those who knew the OT, the death on the cross revealed one as cursed by God (Deuteronomy  21:23; Galatians 3:13).  Death also may imply descent to realm of dead – Acts 2:27,31; Romans 10:6-8; Ephesians 4:8-10; 1 Peter 3:19.

Genus maiestaticum:  in the incarnation the human nature was made partaker of all that belonged to divine nature.

Communicatio idiomatum:  that which is shared from the natures.

Unio personalis:  the union of the two persons in Jesus.

